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Whitianga - Round 7 
 
Welcome to Round 7 of the NZ Offshore Powerboat Association Race Championship, proudly 
supported by Whitianga Waterways, Frankies Sports Bar and Grill, Buildlink Cooks Beach & 
Whitianga Ice 
 

Whitianga is always one of the most challenging races for the drivers, with the big sea swells never 
ŦŀƛƭƛƴƎ ǘƻ ǎƘƻǿ ǳǇΣ ǇǊƻǾƛŘƛƴƎ ǎǇŜŎǘŀŎǳƭŀǊ ŀƛǊǘƛƳŜ ŦƻǊ ŀƭƭ ōƻŀǘǎΣ ŀƴŘ ƳŀƪƛƴƎ ƛǘ ŀ ǘǊǳŜ Ψǘƻ ŦƛƴƛǎƘ ŦƛǊǎǘΣ 
ŦƛǊǎǘ ȅƻǳ Ƴǳǎǘ ŦƛƴƛǎƘΩ ŜǾŜƴǘΗ 

 
 

ACCOMMODATION 
 
Recommended accommodation for teams:  

 

¶ Whitianga Marina Hotel 1 Blacksmith Lane ph (07) 866 5818 

¶ Marina Park Apartments, 84 Albert St, Ph (07) 866 0599  

¶ The Admiralty Motel, 68 Buffalo Beach Rd, Ph (07) 866 0181  

¶ Beachside Motels (07) 867 1356 
¶ Oceanside resort  (07) 869 5222 
¶ Anchorage Motel (07)-866 5481 
¶ For a cheaper option the Whitianga camping ground have cabins and camping sites available. 

(Street map attached) 
 

TENT SET-UP: BUFFALO BEACH RESERVE 
 
Tents can be set up on Saturday morning at the earliest, as there is NO overnight security  
We will be setting the area differently from previous years. Please take note of the map. 

there will be assigned areas for Superboats and Sports class boats 

 

PLEASE TAKE NOTE: There is to be NO Alcohol consumed in and around boats and vehicles during 
or after the racing. All Alcohol must only be consumed in the designated tent area. 

This is a council requirement for continued use of Buffalo Beach reserve. Please ensure ALL team 
members are aware of this! 
 

MEET THE DRIVERS AND CREW 
 

CǊƛŘŀȅ ƴƛƎƘǘ ƳŜŜǘ ǘƘŜ ŘǊƛǾŜǊǎ ŀƴŘ ŎǊŜǿǎ ǿƛƭƭ ōŜ ƘƻǎǘŜŘ CǊŀƴƪƛŜΩǎ {ǇƻǊǘǎ .ŀǊ ϧ DǊƛƭƭΣ ƛƴ ǘƘŜ Ƴŀƛƴ 
street of Whitianga, any time from 5.30pm.  Great meals and a good time to catch up! These guys 
are not just a place for crews to meet; they are also a major financial sponsor of our event so 
please support them in return and have your evening food and refreshments with them! Frankies 
have new owners, lets really show them our support, so they will continue to support our event. 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 



RACE DAY 
 
The racing is based from the large reserve approximately halfway along Buffalo Beach. It is slightly 
elevated and has excellent views of the whole course. This will be where the team tents, Race 
Truck, commentator and food caravans will be positioned.  

 

Special access to Mercury Bay has been granted to the NZOPA for holding our event, and all 
competitors need to be aware of the extended 5 know restriction. You must not exceed 5 knots 
until you have reached the race track. The following statement from the Waikato Regional Council, 
must be adhered to. 
 

Competitors are only to exceed 5 knots when on the race course, competitors only 
to be exempt from exceeding 5 knots within 50 metres of other competing boats. 
Being on the race course is when the boats have a race mark directly ahead and 
astern. Related vessels are not to clear the Whitianga entrance and then travel at 
speed to the next race mark. They are to transit onto the race course at a safe speed 
and observe all Navigation Safety Bylaws. 

 

LAUNCHING OF BOATS 
 

Launching will be at the public ramp there is NO crane.  All Superboats must launch at the Marina 
there is to be NO canopy boats launching or retrieving from any of the public boat ramps. This is a 
requirement of the Waikato regional council in obtaining a licence to race in Whitianga. 

The Marina Contact is  

Dave Munday 
Manager 
Whitianga Marina Society 
Office: 64-7-866-2456/Fax: 64-7-866-5545 
DD. 07 8662513  Mob: 0274500828 
Email: dave@whitiangamarina.co.nz 
 

PRIZEGIVING - THE MERCURY BAY GAME FISHING CLUB ON THE ESPLANADE 7.30PM 
 

Saturday Prizegiving and meal will be held at the Mercury Bay Game Fishing Club in the main club 
rooms. A meal will be served from 6.30pm at a cost of $20 per head. Please pay in the club. 
 EnteǊǘŀƛƴƳŜƴǘ ǎƛƴƎŜǊ ΨtƘƛƭƛǇ IŀǊǘ άǿƘƻ ƛǎ ŀƴ ŀƳŀȊƛƴƎ ǎƛƴƎŜǊΦ tƘƛƭƛǇ ǿƛƭƭ ōŜ ƻƴ ǎǘŀƎŜ ŦǊƻƳ уǇƳΦ 

Special guest appearance from Legendary Wagon Wheel Singer Darius Rucker Or Aaron Fletcher. 

 

In conjunction with local organiser Ron Morgan there will be a raffle at the door, and also a mystery 
auction during the evening. The funds raised will be going towards a leadership trip for Year 12 
students (aged approx 16-17) to Canada. Please support this well. 

 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 



JET SKI RACING 
 

Jetski Racing NZ Inc will be racing with us in Whitianga. They will be holding two 30 minute races 

Please see Map for details. Jet Ski turn buoys will be Green and Red 

NZ Offshore turn Buoys will be Yellow. 

wŀŎŜ ǘƛƳŜǎ ŦƻǊ ǘƘŜ WŜǘ {ƪƛΩǎ ŀǊŜΥ 

1st race 11.00am  

2nd race 12.40pm 
John Macdonald will hold priority as overall on water activity controller.  
 

MAIN STREET WHITIANGA 
 

Albert St in Whitianga is currently closed for major reconstruction, please avoid travelling down 
Albert St Shopping a read at all times. 
 

 
 

GROUP PHOTO - There will be a group photo after briefing can you please come along to briefing in 
your race team shirts or overalls (whichever looks best). Thank you. 

 

NO DRONES  in the air while the chopper is up. If you see any drones in the air where the Helicopter 
flies please advise them to stop for safety reasons. If they refuse, call 111 

 

LŦ ȅƻǳ ƘŀǾŜ ŀƴȅ ǉǳŜǎǘƛƻƴǎ ǇƭŜŀǎŜ ŘƻƴΩǘ ƘŜǎƛǘŀǘŜ ǘƻ ŎƻƴǘŀŎǘΥ {ǘǳŀǊǘ ²ŀǘǎƻƴ лнт ссо мттлΦ 

 

NZ OFFSHORE POWERBOAT SERIES CONTACT 
 

Email: info@nzoffshore.co.nz 
 
Please don't use the old gmail email address. 
 
 

 



  



RACE DAY PROGRAMME 
 

Venue: Whitianga     

 

Friday, 11th May 2018 
 

Boats on display around the town if possible 

 

5:30 pm Meet the Drivers and Crews at   CǊŀƴƪƛŜΩǎ {ǇƻǊǘǎ .ŀǊ ϧ DǊƛƭƭ 

 Bistro food available 
 

 

 

Race Day 
 

Saturday, 12th May 2018 
 

7:00 am ς 8.30 am Set up of marquees, race pits, caravan etc 

 

7:30 am ς 8.30 am Scrutineering at Buffalo Beach Reserve, Buffalo Beach Drive 

 

8.30am Race Entries Close         
 

9.00am   Combined Briefing at Buffalo Beach Reserve at N.Z.O.P.A. bus (all competitors, Coastguard, Patrol 
and Mark boats)  
 

9.30am Safety Vessel briefing.  

 

12.00pm                             12noon Whitianga Waterways ,  First Race Whitianga Offshore 100 Race Start! 
 

1.15pm 1.15pm Whitianga Waterways , FINAL Race Whitianga Offshore 100 Race Start! and of the 2018 
race season. 
 

5:00 pm Pack up reserve 
 

6                        6.30pm             Meals available at Mercury Bay Game Fishing Club           
 

7:30 pm - late Prize giving at the Mercury Bay Game Fishing Club 

 
 
 
 
 
 
 



 

Race Day Officials 

 
 
  

National Officer of the Day .............................. John McDonald 
 
Safety Officer/National Steward  .................... John McDonald / Medical & Safety Consulting 
 
Official Race Start Boat .................................... TBA 
 
Race Starter ...................................................... TBA 
 
Course/Buoy Officer ......................................... John Shand 
 
Briefing Officers ................................................ John McDonald / Medical & Safety Consulting 
  
Scrutineers ........................................................ Philip Mudford 
 
Race Day Secretary ........................................... Stu Watson 
 
Debriefing Officers ........................................... Stu Watson 
 
Safety Rescue Crew .......................................... John McDonald/  Marine Medical Services 
 
Race Day Judges ............................................... TBA on race day 
 
Time Keeper/Lap Scoring .................................  Stu Watson / Cheyanne Freakley 
 
Media Liaison ....................................................  Stu Watson 
 
Event Co-Ordinator...........................................  Stu Watson 
 
Race Organiser ..................................................  Stu Watson 
 
 
Photography/Website ......................................  Jeremy Ward - Shot360 Photography 
 
Duty Teams (Morning and Arvo until dismissed by John M)........    
 

UIM & National Rules shall apply. 
Remember to Notify John McDonald if you are delayed from Debriefing 

NO GO Pro Style cameras on Helmets 
Classic Class collect your GPS from Phil Mudford 

 
 
 
 
 

 

 



Whitianga Waterways Offshore 100 
May 2018 

Course Map 

 



NZOPA MARKER BUOYS.  

MARK A  36.49.457 S  175.42.41 E 
MARK B1/2 36.49.085 S  175.42.808E 
Marks B1 & B2 Approx 50 meters apart 

MARK C  36.48.581 S  175.43.472 E 
MARK D  36.48.622 S  175.42.36 E 
 

As per normal, Coordinates are not for navigation purposes. Coordinates are for approximate 
positioning of Marker buoys. 
 

 

 

 

 

 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 

 


